
Thatching Ants   (also known as Field Ants) 
 
 
     This ant got its common name of thatching ant due to their habitat of building mounds of 
thatch of plant material.  In our area they most often build with fallen needles from trees; al-
though they will also use leaves, twigs and grass.  The nest is usually located at the base of 
trees, shrubs or even rocks.  They are the largest species of ants in America north of Mexico, 
about 1/6th of the ant fauna.  They are one ant that is found throughout the United States. 
 
      This ant species has such a large size and diversity that it is too difficult to be able to give 
you a lot of specifics.  For example; their behavior can be temporary social parasitism of vari-
ous kinds or as slave-making, the construction of their nests vary, founding of their colonies 
differ, the size of their colony fluctuate, some species have gynecoid workers which can and do 
lay eggs. 
 
      Their diet consists of mealy-bugs, scale insects, and honeydew from aphids found on trees 
and shrubs. 
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