
Umbrella Wasps  (also known as European Wasps) 
 
 
     These wasps get their name because their nests are in the shape of an inverted umbrella.  The 
nest consists of a single comb with no paper envelope around it.  The eggs are fed protein from 
insect prey and then they are covered up when the larva is ready to pupate.  Their nest sizes are 
smaller than the yellowjackets and hornets, usually about 150 to 250 cells.    
      
     After the nest has been built, the inseminated queens will compete for dominance in the new 
nest where more than one queen will inhabit.  The contest consists of more than one female lay-
ing eggs at the same time.  They will eat the eggs of another female replacing with their own 
eggs.  The one which out-eats the others becomes the dominant queen.   
 
     The following winter the mated females that have wintered over will begin their nests.  Of-
ten these queens are joined by other inseminated queens who will assist in building and main-
taining the founding queen’s nest.  If the founding queen should die, one of these other insemi-
nated queens will take over the job of laying the eggs so the nest will survive.   
 
     These wasps are not particularly aggressive. 
 
  

  


